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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

•••

Faculty honored at first-ever Awards Convocation
Nearly three dozen awards were given out at the inaugural Faculty
Awards.Convocation on February 7. The convocation was established by
the Office of the Provost to acknowledge the outstanding academic contributions of Grand Valley faculty.
University-wide awards were presented for teaching, scholarship, advising and service, along with the traditional 25-year medallions and newly
designed awards for faculty who have completed 30, 35 and 40 years of
service at Grand Valley.
Provost Gayle Davis said the purpose of the convocation was to "set
aside some time to stop long enough to think about what goes on here
every day, with the excellence in every area of faculty work - excellent
teaching in and outside of the classroom, heavy-duty significant scholarship that advances the profession as well as informs our teaching."
"I want us to remember that everyday there are things going on at Grand
Valley that we should be taking huge pride in , and I hope we can highlight that message more often," Davis added.
President Thomas J. Haas said the event provided an opportunity to
thank Grand Valley's faculty. "The reputation of a university, in my

Across Campus

opinion, is predicated on the quality of the faculty, on how those
faculty engage with students day
in and day out," Haas said. "The
reputation of Grand Valley is really
embodied by those that we have
here, and those who are in the
classroom as we speak today."
Award recipient and philosophy
Professor Stephen Rowe told the
convocation that "at our best the
university can be the hope of society, a model of what society could
Provost Gayle Davis
be, especially as a microcosm of
unity in diversity, where diversity
and difference are truly welcomed and enhanced, while all care for the
common space in which alone this dialogical relationship of mutual
thriving becomes possible."
For a complete list of award recipients, see ' Faculty awards' on page 2.

···--------------------------

Chat online with President Haas
In an effort to make it easier to communicate with faculty, staff and students,
President Thomas J. Haas is continuing
his Virtual Office Hours program, The
next sessions are February 21 from 3 to
4:30 p.m, and March 31 from 3 to 4:30
p,m.
President Thomas J. Haas
The Virtual Office Hours are set up like
an online chat where users are able to post a question. The president will
be able to answer them imediately online. The site is only accessible by
Grand Valley faculty, staff and students - users will need to login using
their Novell username and password. The site will be accessible by
clicking on a banner on the university's homepage or directly by visiting
www.gvsu.edu/virtualofficehours.

The Allen Hunting Internship will be awarded to an undergraduate student engaged in efforts aimed at improving and enhancing the water
quality in the greater West Michigan region. AWRI is also offering up
to four competitive summer semester internships made possible by a
gift from the D. J. Angus-Scientech Educational Foundation, located in
Indianapolis. The internships will be awarded to students majoring in the
sciences.
The application deadline for the scholarship and the internship is 5 p.m.
on March 14. For more information, contact Roxana Taylor at xl3749.

Smoking Policy Committee forums
The Smoking Pol'icy Committee will be holding open forums to discuss
the university's smoking policy. The committee also plans to survey the
campus community about smoking on campus. The forum dates are:
• February 18, noon-1:30 p.m. , Pere Marquette Room, Kirkhof Center

AWRI offers internships/scholarship
• February 21, noon-1:30 p.m., UClub, Pew Campus
The Annis Water Resources Institute in Muskegon is accepting applications for a fall scholarship and summer internships.
A student research scholarship is made possible by a gift from Bill and
Diana Wipperfurth. The Wipperfurths started this scholarship because of
their love of water and wanted to support promotion of water quality in
the Great Lakes. A $1,500 scholarship will be awarded to a full-time student entering his or her junior year, senior year, or at the graduate level.

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

Bart Merkle, vice provost and dean of students, and Scott Richardson,
associate vice president of Human Resources, are co-chairs of the committee. Any recommendations from the committee will be submitted to
the University Leadership Team. For more information , contact Scott
Richardson at x 12215,
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Across Campus
Faculty awards presented at convocation
continued from page 1

University Excellence Awards
• Outstanding Advising and Student Services Award
2008 : Mary Schutten, associate professor of Movement Science

Milestone Celebrations
• 40 Years:
Julianne VandenWyngaard, professor of Music
• 35 Years:
Doulatrarn Chattulani, associate professor of Education; Carol Garey,
senior librarian ; Harold Larson , professor of Engineering; Faite Mack,
professor of Education ; Jitendra Mishra, professor of Management; Melvin
Northup, professor of Natural Resources Management; Stephen Rowe,
professor of Philosophy; Beverly Seley, professor of Art
• 30 Years:
Barbara Roos , associate professor of Communications; Laura Vander
Broek, associate professor of English
• 25 Years:
Phyllis Gendler, professor of Nursing ; Dellas Henke, professor of Art; Ellen Pool, associate professor of Music

Pew Excellence Awards
• Pew Teaching Excellence Awards:
John Gabrosek, associate professor of Statistics; Frank Hughes, associate
professor of Criminal Justice; Parag Kosalge, assi stant professor of Management; Aaron Lowen, assistant professor of Economics; Ross Reynolds ,
Professor of Physics; Darren Walhof, associate professor of Political Science; Ellen Yezierski , assistant professor of Chemistry
• Pew Teaching Excellence Award for Part-Time Faculty:
Tom Ebels, College of Education adjunct facu lty
• Pew Excellence Award for Library Faculty:
Doug Way, Assistant Librarian

• Outstanding Community Service Award
2007: George Grant, Jr. , associate professor of Social Work ; 2008: John
Shinsky, associate professor of Education
• Outstanding University Service Award
2007: Beverly Seley, professor of Art; 2008 Neal Rogness, associate professor of Statistics
•Distinguished Contribution in a Di scipline Award
2007: Ashok Kumar, Professor of Management; 2008: Stephen Rowe,
Professor of Philosophy
• University Outstanding Teacher Award
2007: Star Swift, associate professor of Business Law ; 2008: Gayla Jewe ll ,
associate professor of Nursing

College Goal Sunday rescheduled
More than 400 volunteers will help college-bound students across the state
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid or FAFSA during
College Goal Sunday, now scheduled for February 24. It was originally
scheduled for February 10 but was postponed due to inclement weather.
College Goal Sunday is designed to increase the number of Michigan
students who continue education beyond high school and earn post-secondary degrees . The FAFSA is required of any student seeking financi al aid
including grants, loans and many scholarships. The event is 2-4 p.m. on the
Pew Campus; students and parents should bring their most recent federal
income tax return , a driver 's license, 2007 bank statements and W-2 forms.
There are also sites in Muskegon, Holland , and Fremont. For more information , contact Jo Ann Litton at x 13234 or visit www.micollegegoal.org.

•••
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GVSU student wins national
advertising award
Based on a required essay and 15-word tagline that
promotes her talents, Grand Valley student Karina
Moy was selected by the
American Adverti sing
Federation as a finali st in the
Most Promising Minority
Student program. Moy, an
advertising and public relations major, was among the
50 students invited at AAF's
expense to New York City
for the honors luncheon on
February 6.

a writing consultant helping other students and has
studied French as her minor.
An AAF member since 2005, Moy is also vice
president of the Grand Valley Ad Club and one of
two account executives with the National Student
Advertising Competition , guiding a team of 26 students to create an advertising campaign for g lobal
client AOL. She also works about 18 hours a week
as a public relations intern at the Urban In stitute for
Contemporary Arts in Grand Rapids.
"Karina has a keen sense of inquiry fue led by an
energetic enthusiasm for learning," said Professor
Roy Winegar, who has had Moy as a student for three
years , and nominated her for the ho nor. " She has a
natural creativity and a niche for creati ve thinking. "

Karina Moy

Included in the award was an
intensive three-day program at the New York Athletic
Club in Manhattan , filled with professional development seminars and recruiting sessions with some of
the country 's leading advertising agencies, the New
York Times and ESPN.

GVSU receives textbook donations

"It was a wonderful experience and an opportunity
to meet with some of the best advertising firms,"
said Moy. " I was even offered a position in New
York after graduation in April, though I haven ' t yet
decided ."
Moy, who spoke only Cantonese at home with her
parents Li Li and Do Kun in Troy, Mich. , learned
English as her second language when she started kindergarten. She struggled as an ESL student throughout most of her elementary school years, graduated
from Troy Athens High School in 2004, and now
maintains a 3.55 GPA. She also works on campus as

Grand Valley received a donation of textbooks
and multimedia for the Chinese language curriculum, February 13. Huei-wen Hsu, director of
the Cultural Division of the Taipei Economic and
Culture Office in Chicago, presented the gift to
Associate Professor Curtis Smith.
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Across Campus
Johnson receives national service award

Dorothy Johnson

Dorothy A. Johnson, a member of the Grand Valley
Board of Trustees si nce 1995 , received the national
Lifetime Citizen Service Award from the Voices for
National Service coalition. She was honored at aceremony February 12 in Washington , D.C. The award
honors those who have invested in the civic health of
the country through support of national service and
worked to protect and expand national service opportunities for all Americans.

"Dottie has demonstrated steadfast leadership in her work to strengthen
philanthropy and national service," said Kyle Caldwell , president and
CEO of the Michigan Nonprofit Association and member of the Voices for
National Service Steering Comm ittee. "She served as a charter member of
the Michigan Community Service Commission and was instrumental in
helping develop the ConnectMichigan Alliance Endowment - a $20 million statewide fund to support service and volunteerism in Michigan."
For 25 years, Johnson served as president of the Council of Michigan
Foundations, the largest regional association of grantmakers. She also
helped create other statewide philanthropy organizations including the
Michigan Nonprofit Association, the Michigan Community Service
Commission, the Aspen Institute-Michigan Nonprofit Research Program
and Grand Valley's Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy and
Nonprofit Leadership.Johnson serves as a trustee for the W. K. Kellogg
Foundation and has served on the boards of national philanthropy-related

What·s ahead

organizations including the Indiana University Center on Philanthropy,
Independent Sector, the Council on Foundations and the Foundation
Center.

Walenta receives Silver Circle award
Michael Walenta, general manager of WGVU, has
been inducted into the Silver Circle by The National
Academy of Arts and Sciences. He will be honored
February 24, in Birmingham, for hi s more than 25
years of outstanding service and leadership in the
television broadcasting community.
In 1988 , Walenta was named general manager for
WGVU/WGVK-TV and WGVU/WGVS-AM/FM at
Grand Valley. He has been at the forefront of WGVU 's digital conversion.
He headed up the station's capital campaign in 2004 to raise the necessary
funds to convert master control and to upgrade equipment to make the
leap into the digital future .
Michael Walenta

Under his direction , WGVU has received many awards including several
Michigan EMMY Awards. WGVU Radio has been named Station of the
Year by the Michigan Association of Broadcasters for the last two years.
Walenta has served as secretary, treasurer, vice president and president
for the Michigan Association of Public Broadcasters ; he currently sits on
the Board of Directors. He is also a member of Alpha Epsi lon Rho, the
National Broadcast Society.

···--------------------------

Dance your way to fitness

Arab-American activist to speak

A faculty and staff Zumba Party is planned for February 18, from 5: 156 p.m. in the Fieldhouse south gym. Certified Zumba intructor Hillary
Williams will get folks moving to the beat. No admission or registration is
required. For more information call Human Resources at xi 2215 , or visit
www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness.

Laila Al-Qatami, the communications director
for the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee will speak at Grand Valley on
February 2 1 at I p.m. in the Kirkhof Center's
Grand River Room.

Women's wellness retreat scheduled

Al-Qatami's work involves daily interaction
Laila AI-Qatami
with major domestic and international media
outlets. She has provided commentary for numerous U.S . news sources
and has also appeared on the leadi ng Arabic language television stations.
She also serves as an editorial consultant for a wide range of documentaries and educational programs about Arabs, Arab-Americans, Islam , and
civi l rights in the U.S. She is a member of the National Board of Directors
for the American Civil Liberties Union and is is the first Arab-American
to hold this position. The event is sponsored by Middle Eastern Studies.
For more information, contact Majd Al-Mallah at almall am@gvsu .edu or
xl3634.

The Women's Center is planning a Wellness Retreat with workshops,
demos and snacks, on Saturday, February 23, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Advance registration is $5, or $7 at the door. Prizes for registrants before
February 20. For more information call xl2748, or visit www.womenctr@
gvsu.edu .

Blood pressure screenings available
Free Blood Pressure Screenings by Health and Wellness coordinator
Lindsey DesArmo will be avai lable on the following dates:
• February 22: 12-1:30 p.m., DeVos Lobby
• March 13 : 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. , CHS Lobby
• March 21: 10-11 :30 a.m ., DeVos Lobby

Chaitkin to perform in Arts at Noon Series
Nathaniel Chaitkin, professor of chamber music at Michigan State
University, is a di stinguished cellist noted for hi s appearances as soloist
and chamber musician on stages across the U.S . and abroad. For his first
visit to Grand Valley, Chaitkin performs a solo concert feat uring one of the cornerstones of the string
repertoire: the "Suite in E-flat Major" by Johann
Sebastian Bach.

Nathaniel Chaitkin

The Arts at Noon concert is Tuesday, February
19, from noon-I p.m. , in the Cook-DeWitt Center,
Allendale Campus. Admission is free . For more
information contact the Department of Music at
xl3484.

Play depicts powerful friendship between
two presidents
"Jefferson & Adams: A Stage Play," written by Howard Ginsberg and
based on hi s original play, is the moving and powerful dramati zation of
the remarkable friends hip between two presidents of the United States
- with the forthrig ht Mrs . Adams always playing a major role.
In a fast-paced series of encounters, that covers 50 years of friendship,
the play shows the turbulent relationship between Thomas Jefferson,
played by Colonial Williamsburg interpreter Bill Barker, and John Adams,
played by veteran actor Sam Goodyear. Their friends hip ignites, flourishes, ruptures and resolves itself. The perceptive Abigai l Adams , played
by Colonial Williamsburg interpreter Abigail Schumann , acts as a catalyst
and motivator while steadfastly maintaining her own beliefs.
The play, sponsored by the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies
and the Grand Forum , wi ll be held Wednesday, February 20, at 7 p.m. , in
Loosemore Auditorium on Grand Valley 's Pew Campus.
Admission for the play and a dessert reception is $20 for the general public, $10 for Grand Forum members and $5 for students with a valid student ID. For more information, contact the Hauenstein Center at xl2770.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General events
January 24 - March 21: Inuit Art Exhibit. PAD.
Call xl2515 for more information.
February 14 - March 14: "Shifting Scale" Art
Exhibit. 1121 PAC. Call x 12564 for more
information.

Mon., Feb. 18
5 p.m.: CRP Discussion Group. Steelcase
Library, DEV. Call x 18655 for more information .

3 p.m.: "Open Space Preservation: Economic
Values and Priorities." LMC. Call xl3749.
5 p.m.: CRP Discussion Groups. Zumberge
Library's Cafe Bibliotheque. Call xl8655 for
more information.
6 p.m.: Muslim Boarders. 215/216 KC . Call
x 12177 for more information.
7 p.m.: Poetic Justice: A Night of Spoken Word
& Poetic Expression. Grand River Room, KC.
Call xl2177 for more information .

Fri., Feb. 22
Noon: Free Blood Pressure Screening. DeVos
Lobby. Call xl2215 for more information.
1 p.m.: Allies and Advocates Training Session.
Laker Village South Community Center. Call
x 12530 for more information.

Sat., Feb. 23
10 a.m.: Wellness Retreat. Fieldhouse Recreation
Center. Call xl2748 for more information.

Thurs., Feb. 14
5: 15 p.m.: Zumba Party. Fieldhouse South Gym .
Call xl2215 for more information.

Tues., Feb. 19
Noon: Her Story presents Dianne Madsen . 204
KC. Call xl2748 for more information.
Noon: Arts at Noon Series presents Nathanel
Chaitkin, Cellist. Cook-DeWitt Center. Call
x 13484 for more information.
Noon: Career Planning and Decision-Making.
204 STU. Call x 13266 for more information.
7 p.m.: A Memory, A Monologue, A Rant, and A
Prayer. Cook-DeWitt Center. Call xl2748 for
more information.

Wed., Feb. 20
Noon: Toastmasters. I 67 LOH. Call x 12204 for
more information.
Noon: Noon: Veteran's Benefits and Elder Care.
104 KC. Call xl2215 for more information.

Sun., Feb. 24
7:30 a.m.: Toastmasters. UClub. Call xl7337 for
more information.
Noon: Veteran's Benefits and Elder Care. 302C
DEV. Call x 12215 for more information.
1 p.m.: Media Portrayals of Arabs and Muslims:
Progress or Progressively Bad. Grand River
Room , KC. E-mail almallam@gvsu.edu for
more information.
2:30 p.m.: CLAS Faculty Research Colloquium.
308 PAD. Call xl2437 for more information.
3 p.m.: Bios Incident Protocol Training. 215/216
KC. Call xl2215 for more information.
4:30 p.m. : Thursdays with U. UClub. Call
xl6620 for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Writers Melaine Crow and William
Notter. AH. Call x l 8022 for more information.
8 p.m. : Grand Valley String Orchestra and
Chamber Winds. Cook-DeWitt Center. Call
xl3484 for more information.

3 p.m.: Choral Concert. LAT, PAC. Call xl3484
for more information.
8 p.m.: Choral Concert. LAT, PAC. Call xl3484
for more information.

Sports
Thurs., Feb. 21
6 p.m.: Women 's Basketball hosts Northwood
University.
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball hosts Northwood
University.

Fri., Feb. 22
4 p.m. : Track and Field hosts Grand Rapids
Championships.

Sat., Feb. 23
7 p.m.: Men's Tennis hosts the University of
Indianapolis.

---------------------------•••--------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Roger Moiles, adjunct instructor of political
science, and Gleaves Whitney, director of the
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies, were
interviewed by WOOD AM 1300 about the
president 's State of the Union address. Moiles
was also interviewed by WGVU Radio about
the address. WOOD AM 1300 also interviewed
Moiles about his reaction to the Super Tuesday
results.

Sketches
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of philosophy, published "The Presence of Jung 's analytical psychology in The Psychoanalysis of Fire
and The Formation of the Scientific Mind," in
a French book L'Imaginaire dufeu - approches
bachelardiennes.

Al Steinman , director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, received a 2007 Outstanding
Reviewer Award from the Journal of
Environmental Quality.

discussion at the Unitarian Church in Ann Arbor,
Mich. Reitemeier 's address was titled "Ethical
Tension s in Assisted Suicide and Other End of
Life Decisions."

Craig Benjamin , assistant professor of history,
presented a paper titled "The Convergence of
Logic, Faith and Values in the Modern Creation
Myth ," at the Evolutionary Epic Conference in
Makaha, Hawaii.

Joel Stillerman, associate professor and director
of sociology and Latin American studies, was
awarded a Fulbright Visiting Scholars grant for
a research project to be conducted in Chile during the 2008-2009 academic year, titled "Middle
Class Consumption and Social Inequality in
Santiago, Chile." He was also interviewed on
WGVU radio regarding his research on Chile.

Carl Sanchez, professor of management, and
Paul Isely, associate professor of economics,
published an article titled "Four facts about
Hispanic-owned businesses in West Michigan ,"
in English and Spanish, in the bilingual publication titled Enterar! in December 2007.
Paul Reitemeier, chair of the Human Research
Review Committee and associate professor in
philosophy, was a featured presenter at a panel

Frank Boring, documentary filmmaker, will
talk about his craft and the making of "Fei Hu:
The Story of the Flying Tigers" at Mississippi's
Millsaps College at their Spring 2008 Southern
Circuit Film Series.

